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1. Introduction 

Svenska industriminnesföreningen (SIM, The Swedish Industrial Heritage Association) is the 

Swedish section of TICCIH, founded in 1989 to support research, preservation and 

conservation efforts within the field of industrial heritage. It is a network for industrial heritage 

professionals and cooperates with ICOMOS Sweden, Europa Nostra Sweden, and other 

industrial heritage organisations in Sweden. All members of SIM are members of TICCIH. 

2. Character of industrial Heritage in Sweden 

SIM uses a broad definition of Industrial heritage – from material remains of industrial 

production units, landscapes and associated settlements, to archival sources and immaterial 

heritage such as remembrances and knowledge. Dominating industrial branches in Sweden 

have been mining and associated metal production, forest industry, and engineering industry. 

In certain parts of the country textiles have been important and most other branches are also 

represented in the totality of industrial heritage. Industrial heritage sites range from the very 

small to large-scale. Some of those, primarily small-scale sites, have some form of 

protection. The most critical challenges are to preserve and manage large-scale industrial 

heritage sites and sites in city environments, and to preserve knowledge from 20th century 

industries. 

Sweden has, as most other western countries, experienced a de-industrialisation over the 

last decades. The big integrated industrial plants are today few and base industries of old are 

increasingly specialised with formerly in-house activities being outsourced. This latter shift 

also represents a further shift from industrial work to white-collar work and information 

technology. Sweden also belongs to a group of countries in Europe experiencing a strong 

urbanisation. This puts a double strain on industrial heritage, because of pressures to re-

develop industrial sites in attractive city centre localities and difficulties to find new uses for 

industrial sites in depopulating rural municipalities.  
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Image 1. Industrial Heritage Site of the Year, 2012, Remfabriken. Göteborgs Remfabrik in 
Gothenburg was originally a weaving mill for industrial belting. It was founded in 1891 and closed 
down in 1977. Very few changes were made during the last 30 years before closure. All original 
looms, transmissions and tools are left in their places. SIM selected Göteborgs Remfabrik as the 
Industrial Heritage Site of the Year 2012. Photo: Ida Dicksson 2012.4.  

Since 2012, three developments have called for special attention regarding the preservation 

of industrial heritage. One is the global mining boom which begun in the mid 2000’s and for a 

period of time led to a renewed interest in mineral resources in areas with mines heritage – 

among those the Falun copper mines world heritage site. Since 2014 the mining boom has 

turned into a bust, posing new challenges on how to deal with more recent abandoned 

mining landscapes. A second is the continuing remediation of polluted industrial sites. While 

decontamination technologies that allows for preservation of historic buildings exist, the 

preferred methodologies have resulted in extensive encroachment in buildings and sites. A 

third is the implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive with opening up migration 

routes for fish in inland water courses as an important part. Proposed legislation in Sweden 

(2014) constitutes a threat to historic industrial sites that utilized creeks and rivers for hydro-

power. Heritage preservation has received little attention in the policy processes and even 

though the 2014 proposal has yet to be formally decided on, several historic dams have 

already been removed. This has also led extensive inventories of heritage along 

watercourses. 
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3. Protection and Management of Industrial Heritage 

The Heritage Conservation Act is the core legislation for preservation of historic 

environments in Sweden, including industrial heritage. On the national level, The Swedish 

National Heritage Board (Riksantikvarieämbetet) is the agency of the Swedish government 

responsible for heritage preservation. Industrial heritage was formerly a focus area of the 

board, but has received less priority since the early 2000’s, nowadays dealt with under the 

broader umbrella of “the heritage of modern society”. The heritage board does, however, 

support initiatives from SIM/TICCIH Sweden by funding, by endorsing the awarding of the 

annual price “The Industrial Heritage site of the year” (see section below) and active 

participation in events organized by SIM. The board also provides earmarked funding for 

museums of work in Sweden.  

On the regional level, the county administrative boards are responsible for day-to-day 

enforcement of the Heritage Conservation Act. The responsibilities of the regional boards 

have increased during the last decades and involves industrial heritage.  

Several museums on the national level work with industrial heritage – Tekniska museet in 

Stockholm, Textilmuseet in Borås, Nordiska Museet, Statens Maritima Museer, Arbetets 

museum and Trafikverkets museer. 

Several county museums deal with industrial heritage. Other important categories are 

ecomuseums such as Ekomuseum Bergslagen and networks such as Industrihistoria i Skåne 

and Industrihistoria i väst. 

Archives like Centrum för näringslivshistoria, Arbetarrörelsens arkiv och bibliotek (ARAB), 

and Tjänstemännens och Akademikernas Arkiv (TAM) also work within the field of Industrial 

heritage.  

Another important actor is the metal workers union IF Metal, but unfortunately other trade 

unions have discontinued similar efforts. There are also organisations within trade and 

industry supporting research efforts within their respective fields: the Royal Swedish 

Academy of Engineering Sciences (IVA), Jernkontorets Bergshistoriska utskott, 

Skogsindustriernas historiska utskott and Vattenfalls kulturvårdskomitté. Builders and 

architects also play an important role. Some of the biggest architectural offices have 

professionals with a responsibility to investigate and map former uses at sites to be 

redeveloped. 

Working life museums are another important category of industrial heritage initiatives in 

Sweden. 1468 currently exist, most of them locally based. Although a number of these sites 

are integrated into the realm of professional heritage management and heritage tourism, they 

rely heavily on voluntary work.  
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Image 2. Industrial Heritage Site of the Year, 2013 Lapphyttan. Lapphyttan was the site of a 
medieval blast furnace plant in mid Sweden, at which an extensive archaeological investigation was 
conducted 1978-83. The site is now reconstructed at New Lapphyttan in Norberg, a museum but 
foremost a site of exploration of medieval work processes. After many years of trials iron has now 
been made in the reconstructed blast furnace. SIM selected Lapphyttan as the Industrial Heritage Site 
of the Year 2013. Photo: Kenneth Sundh. 

Promotion and support of Industrial Heritage 

Several activities have taken place in the 2012-2015 period. October 10-12, 2012, 

SIM/TICCIH Sweden organised a conference on Industrial heritage in practice and research 

(Industrisamhällets kulturarv i praktik och forskning). The conference focused current 

developments in the field in Sweden and its possible futures. The keynote presentations of 

the conference were published in the peer-reviewed journal Bebyggelsehistorisk tidskrift and 

a full conference documentation (see list of publications). 
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The primary instruments of SIM/TICCIH Sweden is to award the annual prize ”The Industrial 

Heritage site of the year”, to organize conferences as the above mentioned and to provide 

information to members about research and preservation issues.  

 

Image 3. Industrial Heritage Site of the Year, 2014 Olofsfors. Sebastian Reichlin at work in the 
hammer mill of the iron works of Olofsfors in northern Sweden, established in the 1760s. SIM selected 
Olofsfors as the Industrial Heritage Site of the Year 2014. Photo: Jan af Geijerstam 2014.  

SIM has awarded “The Industrial Heritage site of the year” to outstanding industrial heritage 

projects in Sweden since 1995. These have ranged from small scale heritage sites to large 

scale structures. SIM awards the price to projects that prioritize the historical content in their 

preservation efforts, are open to the public, have a reasonable level of political and financial 

support and above all good novel ideas in their efforts to preserve and narrate the industrial 

heritage. The price has become a valuable tool for the awarded heritage projects in their 

efforts to raise financial and political support for their preservation efforts. SIM disseminates 

information through its website, www.sim.se, and e-mail based news briefs. 

Since 2013 SIM increased its membership fee to also include full individual membership in 

TICCIH for all members of SIM. In this way we hope to strengthen the Swedish involvement 

in TICCIH, focus the international character of industrial heritage and to boost the work on 

conservation of industrial heritage in Sweden. 
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Image 4. Endangered sites, Cable way and Gas works. In two cases the TICCIH Board acted for 
the conservation of endangered industrial heritage sites in collaboration with SIM/TICCIH Sweden: in 
2013 for The Forsby-Köping cable way (left), Industrial Heritage Site of the Year in 2003 and in 2014 
for Gasholder 4 of the Hjorthagen Gasworks of Stockholm (right). The Cable way will be at least partly 
conserved, but the gasholder is now most likely to be demolished. Photos: Samuel Karlsson 2002 and 
Jan af Geijerstam 2014. 

5. Advocacy  

Besides SIM/TICCIH Sweden there in other industrial heritage organisations on a national 

level in Sweden. ArbetSam (The working life museums co-operation council), established in 

1998, is a member organisation for the above mentioned working life museums and based at 

Arbetets museum (The Museum of Work) in Norrköping. During the last years ArbetSam has 

focused its activities on three fields – lobbying for working life museums, to build a 

knowledge centre for working life museums (with state funding) and to provide practically 

oriented education for renovating and managing small scale industrial heritage sites. 

ArbetSam works closely together with the SIM/TICCIH Sweden and can enjoy our support if 

needed. SIM also co-operates closely with ICOMOS Sweden, Europa Nostra Sweden and 

The Swedish Association for Building Preservation. 

6. Recent activities in Industrial Heritage 

Projects within industrial heritage since 2012 can be divided into two main categories – 

heritage management and museum projects, and academic research projects.  

Within heritage management two projects stand out, both related to the above mentioned 

mining boom. At the northern mining town Kiruna municipal authorities as well as regional 

and national heritage management bodies have engaged in an intensive work to protect 

heritage because of the plan to move the entire town to a new location because of ongoing 

mining activities. Most of this heritage can be defined as industrial. The second project is led 

by the National Heritage Board and form part of the Swedish mineral strategy. The aim of the 

project is to map, develop and inform about good examples on how the industrial heritage of 
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mining can become a resource for local communities, in the wake of the mining boom. This 

project is scheduled to be finalized in 2015.  

Within heritage management the more prominent projects for the conversion or rehabilitation 

of the industrial heritage have taken place at Kvarnholmen and Hjorthagen in Stockholm, 

Papyrus at Mölndal and at Simonsland (Textile Fashion Center), Borås. 

Academia-based industrial heritage research in Sweden has been characterized by a broad 

international approach, both in terms of cooperation across national borders and in scientific 

focus. Industrial heritage research is increasingly orienting itself in the direction of the 

growing trans-disciplinary field of ”environmental humanities” and deals with research 

problems of global significance such as climate change, globalization and environmental 

degradation. At the Division of History of Science, Technology and Environment at the Royal 

Institute of Technology (KTH), industrial heritage research and industrial archaeology have 

been major components three research programs: Assessing Arctic futures: voices, 

resources and governance (2012-2014), Mistra Arctic Sustainable Development program 

(2014-2018) and Sustainable Community Development and the Legacies of Mining in the 

Nordic Arctic. The first explored the role of industrial sites in the historical production of future 

visions for the Arctic. The two latter deal with the role of industrial heritage sites for regional 

development in the northernmost part of Europe. The research is conducted in cooperation 

with Swedish and European universities.  

At Gothenburg University, the Department of conservation is a major hub of research on 

industrial heritage. Examples are the projects “An industrialisation after the industrialisation. 

Processes of industrialisation in the west Sweden country side during the post-war period” 

and the PhD theses project “Becoming vitrified. Kilns, furnaces and high temperature 

production” (see publications). Other project are the “Fengersfors Works in development” 

and research in maritime heritage and maritime crafts which is being published and 

presented in articles and conferences.  

7. Education and Training 

Training and education of industrial heritage practitioners in Sweden normally falls within the 

scope of a more general focus on heritage practice. In most cases an orientation towards 

industrial and technological historical perspectives could be achieved during the professional 

career, but there are some courses and options available within higher education to promote 

such interests. They are available foremost at the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm 

and at the Department of Conservation, University of Gothenburg.  

Since 1992, The Division of History of Science, Technology and Environment at KTH have 

been operating a number of courses where Industrial Heritage research has been the main 

focus. In recent years however, industrial heritage typically forms a part of courses with a 
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broader content. Examples are: Environment and Society in a Changing Arctic, Swedish 

Society and Environmental History as well as PhD courses.  

The Department of Conservation at the University of Gothenburg have an BA/Sc Programme 

in Integrated Conservation of Built Environments, which includes industrial heritage and 

some of the graduation theses from the programme has a specific orientation towards 

industrial history. On master’s level the department offers the course Industrial heritage – 

Use and reuse, focusing on different former industrial areas in Gothenburg and western 

Sweden.  
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