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Au cours de; dcrnieres annees le patri moine industriel est devenu l'unc des prioritcs de !'Office National du 
P:nrimoine sucdois, en rant qu'element de I' ensemble du patrimoine de la societe moderne. La doctrine la plus 
receme insistc sur la necessite de mener la recherche sur les valeurs donr cc parrimoinc est porreur en association 
avec la population, les musees de la vie ouvricrc, et le concours des entreprises commc des collectivites locales. 
Le patrimoinc industriel est desormais vu comme une ressourcc bcaucoup plus que comme un fardeau, commc 
un miroir de l'hisroire indusrrielle de la Suede. Le rapporteur offre une analyse rrcs derai llee de I' ensemble de• 
lieux ou se fait cc travail (« Th"t art 1360 working lift museums in Swtdm. 1,5 million visitors in 2002! •). La 
recherche universitaire s'est forrement srrucruree auwur d'une chaire specialisee de l'lnstirut Royal de Technologie 
de Stockholm. 

1- The National Heritage Boar d and 
other government agencies 

The National Heritage Board 
(Riksantikvariambetet) is the agency of the 
Swedish government that is responsible for 
heritage and historic environment issues. Their 
mission is to play an active coordinating role in 
heritage protection efforts and to ensure that 
the historic env ironment is preserved in the 
most effective possible manner. The I leritage 
Conservation Act is the core legislation for the 
preservation of Sweden's historic environment. 
The act protects place names, ancient remains, 
arc haeo logica l finds, historic buildings, 
eccles iastical monuments and the export of 
specified older artefacts. 
On the regional level, Sweden's county 
administrative boards are responsible for day
to-day enforcement of the Act- including 
industrial heritage. In addition to supervisi ng 
the protection of the historic environment 
and monito ring compliance with the Act in its 
particular county, each administrative board 
grants permits, offers advice and disseminates 
information. An admin istrative board can 
also appropriate funds for the preservation of 
\'aluable ancient remains, buildings and areas 
rich in historic monuments. 
Industrial heritage has been one of the priorities 
of the N ational I l eritage Board over th e last 
few years. The heritage of industri al society is 
included in the official Swedish heritage policies, 
closely linked to the heritage of modern society 
in general. ln accordance the National Heritage 

Board has, since 2002, integrated the work on 
industrial heritage- and on the heritage of larger 
town and cities- under the common heading 
"Heritage of modern society". In this way 
knowledge and methods concerning modern 
heritage are effectively assembled and taken 
care of. This is also in accordance with the 
international Programme for Modern Heritage 
ofUnesco. 
The National Heritage board has pointed out 
that the work on monuments and sites of modern 
society has raised new questions. It has opened 
doors for new groups in society to the cultural 
heritage since it relates to the life experiences 
of many people. As a consequence, questions 
concerning the use of history, or construction of 
history, have become important- what kind of 
history is produced when preserving monuments 
and sites of modern history, whose history is 
constructed by denoting the values of cultural 
heritage to certain milieus, and what groups arc 
participating in this way of constructing history? 
Modern society cultural heritage as a source for 
identity has also been a central theme. 
A tendency at the national heritage board over 
the last couple of years, has been to stress the 
importance of identifying and developing the 
values ascribed to the cultural heritage, in an open 
dialogue with local inhabitants and users. The 
board has underlined that the work on cultural 
heritage shou ld be made in close connection 
with society and the daily lives of people. 
Therefore, the national board has been satisfied 
with the fact that many different arc engaged in 
the use or preservation of industrial heritage in 
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Sweden today. This has drawn the attention to 
the fact that there is a great variety of narratives 
that can be tied to sites and monuments. The 
term "narratives", in the plural, are together 
with "cooperation" and "participation" often 
heard words. The growing interest for industrial 
heritage has also increased the importance of 
finding ways to finance different projects. As 
new actors enter the scene this has also resulted 
in new kinds of compromises in the meeting 
point of preservation and present day use. 
The national heritage board has pointed to the 
importance of the huge amounts of voluntary 
work on the local level, that has enabled the 
preservation of many industrial heritage sites. 
Many individuals and private NGO's play an 
active role today, when the industrial past is 
turned into heritage. The growing number 
of working life museums is part of this trend 
(sec section on working life museums). The 
heritage board has also pointed out that the 
cooperation between organisations such as 
municipalities, regional and national authorities, 
trade and industry, trade unions and non-profit 
organizations has created new possibilities to 
preserve industrial heritage. However, the 
organisation also points to the constant problem 
of finding financial resources for the needed 
preservation efforts. 
From the viewpoint of the National Heritage 
Board, industrial heritage today is an integrated 
part of heritage preservation in general. They 
firmly state that the sites of industrial heritage 
today are increasingly seen as a resource rather 
than a burden. The interest for the late industrial 
period, after the 1930s, is also growing. 

Activit ies on th e industrial heritage arena 
since 2003: 
The most prominent effort of the National 
Heritage board within the field of Industrial 
heritage since 2003, is the national project 
"Narratives on the history of our society -
Swedish Industrial Heritage" (Berattelser om 
vart samhilles historia- svenska industriminnen). 
The overall purpose of this project was to 
develop a new platform for the work with 
industrial heritage within heritage management 
in Sweden, and in the process of strengthening 
the development of this fie ld. The project 
included 12 industrial heritage sites in different 
parts of Sweden, working w ith 12 different 
projects for methodology development. One 
example is the sub-project "LM Ericsson and 
the LM Ericsson community" in Stockholm, 
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where problems related to factories and their 
surrounding environments were handled. At 
Pythagoras motorfabrik, an early 20th century 
engineering industry in orrtalje, the project 
was aimed at developing the potential use 
of company archives at industrial heritage 
sites. At the Vastervik-IIultsfred railway, the 
focus was on the railway as an industrial and 
social institution. Other projects involved the 
Karlskrona shipyards and the Falun copper 
mines (world heritage sites), the textile industries 
of the Sjuharadsbygdcn, the radiostation at 
Grimeton outside Varberg (focused on the 
maintenance of old technical equipment), the 
locks and waterfalls at Trollhattan, the paper 
mill at frovifors, the industrial landscapes 
of Norbergs bergslag and Adalen and the 
technological mega-system in Norrbotten in 
Arctic Sweden. 
According to the National Heritage Board, 

the aim of the sub-projects has been to gain 
new knowledge and to develop new working 
methods and approaches, in order to develop 
the work with industrial heritage in a wider long 
term perspective. The National Heritage Board 
asserts that the industrial heritage sites mirror 
the industrial history of Sweden. The sites, or 
the socio-technical systems they are part of, are 
seen as mirroring phenomena often regarded as 
central in Swedish industrial history- sites or 
systems with a great economic, technological 
or social significance. The sub- projects were 
concluded in 2004, and in 2005 the project was 
evaluated and the results communicated through 
a report, seminars and a conference. ft is worth 
noting that a TV series was produced on the 
basis of the project, broadcasted twice on the 
national television. 
The National Heritage Board has also provided 
economic support for working life museums, 
mirroring the fact that the board is supporting 



these often voluntary, non-professional, 
preservation efforts (sec section on working life 
museums). The board has also been cooperating 
with the National Maritime Museums, within a 
network called "Swedish Shipyards" (Svcnska 
Varv), providing resources to events surrounding 
this particular branch. 

2. The national museum of Science 
and Technology 

Tekniska Museet (the national museum of 
Science and Technology) has been involved in 
several activities relating to the field of industrial 
heritage between 2003 2006. 
"The Industrial heritage site of the Year", a 
touring exhibition. 
The exhibition has been produced by The 
Swedish National Museum of Science and 
Technology in cooperation with SI M as well 
as communities and counties. The exhibition 
shows all the sites which have been awarded 
this prize by SlM since 1995. The exhibition 
was first shown in the museum in Stockholm in 
2002, and has since then been on tour. 

Documentation of the Agesta nuclear power 
station. 
In cooperation with the Stockholm county 
museum and the Stockholm county 
Administrative board, documentation has been 
made of a closed down nuclear power plant in 
Agesta in the Stockholm area. The project will 
be presented at the TICCII I Conference 2006. 
In October 2005 the museum arranged a seminar 
discussing the possibility to document all nuclear 
power plants in Sweden. A joint research project 
with the Department. of I Tistory of Science and 
Technology at the Royal Institute of Technology 
is also on the agenda. 
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The Osjofors hand-made paper mill destroyed 
by fire 
In August 2005 the oldest and best preserved 
small scale hand-made paper mill in the Nordic 
countries, Osjofors, situated in the province 
of Smaland, was burnt down to the ground. 
The fire was set by a pyromaniac. The mill had 
been running between J 777 and 1926. Since 
many years it has been open to the public in 
summertime, with demonstrations of hand 
paper making. The mill and other buildings 
at the site arc owned by the mu seum, with a 
foundation administrating it. An investigation 
concerning possible scenarios for the future 
has recently been presented and discussed. This 
summer there will be demonstrations of paper 
making as well as an exhibition about the fire 
at 6sjofors. 

The museum has recently initiated a network of 
Swedish paper museums. 

New policy and program for documentation and 
collecting 
In December 2005 the museum board accepted 
two new documents concerning documentation 
and collecting. The program applies for the 
coming five years. Five themes, corresponding 
to the museum's major exhibitions plans, 
have been chosen: IT - information and 
communication technology, Innovations, 
Energy and environment, Industrialization. 

Presentation of collections on the Internet. 
The aim is to present as much as possible of the 
museum's collections on the museums' web site. 
A special web exhibition shows the resu lt of a 
project which took place 2002-2004, with the 
purpose to register the collections of water power 
stations, among them drawings and photos from 
the 1890s and the beginning of the 201h century. 
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Mimcrlaven: a pithead frame, 
puheriling plant and ore dressing 
plant at a dosed iron ore mine in 

'orbcrg - part of the National 
Heritage Board development 
project in Norbergs Bergslag. 
(Photo: Oag A\<ango.) 

The reactor hall of the Forsmark 

nuclear power plant north 
of Stockholm - an industrial 
heritage in the future? Just as in 
many parts of the world, nuclear 
power has been controversial in 
Sweden and it still is. Preserving 
it a~ industrial heritage in the 
future will no doubt be just 
as contro,•crsial. Nevertheless, 
several organisations within 
the field of industrial heritage 
preservation in Sweden has 
started the complex discu<;Sion 
on how we shall deal with it in 
the furure. 
(Photo: Oag Avango.) 
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ARBETSAM's mt'mbership 
I ?99-2005 (A RBE I \AM 

The closing down of the Swedish Telecommunication 
Museum 
A major task has been and still is to take care of 
the unique collections from this museum, which 
was closed down in January 2004. 

Ill- Working life museums 

According to ARBETSAM (The cooperation 
counc il for working life museums), the term 
'working life museum' stands for an activity 
aimed at preserving and interpreting the 
historical va lue of a workplace - valu es that 
can be either material or immaterial. 
There are 1360 working life museums in 
Sweden (1,5 million visitors in 2002) - most of 
them industrial heritage sites, most often small 
scale, based on voluntary work and limited 
economic resources. For those museums, a 
national organisation was established in 1998 
- ARBETSAM. The organisation is based 
at Arbetets museum (The museum of work) 
in the city of Norrkoping. ARBETSAM is a 
non-profit organisation, intended to promote 
and develop preservation practices and 
interpretation of industrial heritage with a 
"perspective from below". It aims to strengthen 
the identity of the working life museums and 
to inform about their activities. ARBETSAM 
is working from a holistic perspective, where 
work, technology, production processes, social 
conditions, public educatio n, cu lture, trade 
union and pol itical activities arc stressed. In 
focus is the workplaces and other historica l 
environments connected to workplaces. 
ARBETSAM 's activities in the period 2003-
2006 were substantial and the organisation has 
reportedly been very appreciated by working 
life museums in Sweden. This is reflected in 
the development of its membership (sec table 
below). 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

lndividu~lmcmhcr' Organisations 

Working life mu\cums Support mcmhcrs 
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As can be seen in the table, most of 
ARBETSAM's members are working life 
museums - the individual members are few. 
Judging from the annual (chairman's reports) 
the activities of the organisation has, since 2003, 
been dominated by the following- building 
ARBETSAM, raising money for working life 
museums, regional development, information 
about and marketing of working life museums, 
insurance, research projects, seminars and 
co urses (ARBETSAM 2003; ARBETSAM 
2004; ARBETSAM 2005). 

The leadership of ARBETSAM has made 
substantial efforts to build an in frastructure for 
the organisation, with the help of grants from 
the Swedish Ministry of Culture, the Swedish 
Trade Union Confederation (LO), the National 
Heritage Board (RAA) and the Museum of 
Work (Arbetets museum). It has also been able 
to help raising money for its member museums 
from the National H eritage Board and from 
2002 this support has been made permanent 
by the National Heritage Board, 4 million SEK 
per year. In 2003, 286 applications were made, 
in 2004 417 and in 2005 396 applications). 

With support from the Swedish Trade Union 
Confederation, ARBETSAM has with 
some success been promoting the working 
life museums as "resources for regional 
development", in different parts of Sweden. 
As a resu lt of such efforts, in 2004, the regional 
govern mcnt for the Vastra Go tal and region gave 
the working life museum and industrial heritage 
site Alvangens repslagarbana (the Alvangen 
ropewalk) the public function to organise and 
strengthen working life museums in the region. 
ARBETSAM has also been promoting their 
member museums and industrial heritage sites, 
at the Swedish Tourist Exhibition and through 
brochures and leaflets. ARBETSAM has also 
been trying to convince the Vagverker (the 
Swedish National Road Adminis ration) to put 
up road signs guiding visitors to the heritage 
sites. lt has produced a brochure, containing 
visitor information on all its member museums, 
printed in 30 000 copies. Industrial Heritage 
sites and working life museums not contained 
in this brochure, arc presented with full visitor 
information in the book A1·betets historia- a 
gu idc tO more then 1000 industrial heritage sites 
in Sweden, with short historical backgrounds 
(Gcijcrstam 1997). 
ARBETSAM has also developed research projects 



on local industrial history and encouraged their 
member museums to participate. It has organised 
seminars on different themes and has organised 
courses. Since 2004, substantial efforts have 
been made to strengthen the awareness among 
rhe working life museums about the value of 
archives for preservation, interpretation and 
historical research. A book has been produced, 
with non professionals as the target group, 
on how to manage and preserve personal-, 
corporate- and organisation archives and make 
them available for research (Leminen and Dahl 
2005). Using this book as a tool, ARBETSAM 
has organised archive courses for its member 
museums. 

IV- Academic research 

Academic research forms a very important part 
of the work on industrial heritage in Sweden. 
Although several institut ions at different 
universities deal with the industrial heritage 
as a part of their curriculum, there is only one 
institution doing academic research within 
this field - the section for Industrial Heritage 
Research at the Division of History of Science & 
Technology, at the Royal Institute of Technology 
(KTH) in Stockholm. 
The section for Industrial Heritage Research 
at KTH is the most important institution for 
industrial heritage studies in the country. It is 
the only university department in Sweden with a 
PhD program in Industrial Heritage Research. 
As an academic discipline, it can be characterized 
as follows. The term industry is used in a wide 
sense and in a long-term historical perspective. 
The term heritage is interpreted in a concrete way 
-tools, machines, industries and industrial areas, 
but it also includes residential areas, institutional 
buildings, transport systems, communities and 
landscapes (preserved or possible to re-construct 
through other sources such as interviews, 
documents, photographs etc). Field studies is 
a central method within Industrial Heritage 
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Research - archaeological or standing remains 
of industries and related material objects 
and environments are documented and used 
as a source. The focus of the discipline is to 
understand the social, economic, ideological and 
cultural driving forces behind industrial growth 
and change, and to explain the consequences of 
growth and change for people, buildings and 
landscapes. Industrial Heritage Research has a 
close relationship to heritage management within 
the field of industrial heritage. The section for 
Industrial Heritage Research works in close 
collaboration with historians of technology 
and often use theoretical approaches common 
within that field of research. Theoretically, the 
discipline also has common traits with economic 
history, archaeology and history of ideas. 
Industrial Heritage Research was established as 

a discipline on the 1st of April 1992, with Prof 
Marie Nisser as chair and funded by the Swedish 
Council for Humanities and Social Sciences 
(HFSR). In 1994 the chair was transferred to 
KTH. In April 2005, after Prof Marie Nisser's 
retirement, Maths Isacson was appointed as 
professor. 
Courses: the section for Industrial Heritage 
Research gives different courses in industrial 
heritage al the undergraduate level - to 
engineering students at KTH, to students 
from other universities and to professionals in 
heritage management and museums. Within the 
framework of the PhD program, it also gives 
PhD courses. 
Research: Industrial Heritage Research at KTH 
is first and foremost focused on research. Since 
1992, it has had eight doctoral students. Five 
doctoral theses has been successfully defended 
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Co mp a n y records i n the 
drawing office at I') thagoras, 
Nomalje. Over the la~ttwo years 
ARBETSAM has organized 
courses for working life mu~curns 
o n how w preserve and use 
to rnpany and union arc hives. 
(Photo: Dag Avango.) 

llousing for blacksmith f.Jmilies 

and the church - an imegral 
p art o f the socio- tcc hnical 
sys1em for bar iron production 
at ['orsmarks-bruk, Uppland , 
Sweden. 
(Phow: Dag Avangn.) 
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Prof M3rie Ni ~;cr lcuuring at a 
medieval mining ~ire during the 
wurse "lndustrial llcrirallc in rhe 
Nordic C'..ountric>" organised 
b)' r he section for lndu~t rial 
Heritage Research .u K' I 11. 
(Photo: Dag Avango.) 

The lirst coal mine on !w;~lbard 
in the High Arctic, ~tarred by a 
No,..,,egi.rn skipper an 1899. The 
coal seams mined tl11maghour 
the 20th century on Svalbard 
wc1 c in rno>t c3ses discovered 
by JCtors who had no geo 
scientific education. However, 
gco <eientists were important tO 

attratt investors, and <;cicnce for 
d.1iming national righl\ in a no
mans land. 
(Phoro: Dag Avango.) 

(Oahlstrom 1999; Hou ltz 2003; Geijerstam 
2004; Avango 2005; Lundstrom 2006) as well as 
three licentiate theses (Lundstrom 2004; Storm 
2005; Sjunnesson 2006). The research can be 
divided into two main fields - " use of history 
studies" and historical archaeological research. 
Use of history studies is concerned with how the 
heritage and history of industry is interpreted 
by various actors today. Historical archaeology 
research deals with research prob lems related 
to the past and uses standing or archaeological 
remains of industry as a source, in combination 
with wrirtcn and oral sources. 
The first dissertation within industrial heritage 
research was Eva Dahlstrom's The workshop 
areas during the 19th century: machine shops 
between handicraft and industry (Oahlstrom 
1999). Dahlstrom 's study is concerned with the 
cstablislum:uL uf Llu:: Swt:dish Engineering industry 
during the 19th century, with particular attention 
given to industrial plants and the formation of 
the built environment. In focus is the influence 
of older forms of manufacture and the transfer 
of new foreign technology. Technology transfer 
is at centre of attention in Jan af Geijerstam's 
Landscapes of Technology Transfer (Geijersmm 
2004). Geijerstam study is about the workings 
and effects of colonialism in India, through rwo 
industrial projects in India in the 1860s. The 
projects aimed at building iron works there 
under the guidance of Swedish engineers and 
with Swedish technology. The thesis offers an 
explanation of the late development of India's 
iron and steel industry and analyses the complex 
totality forming the prerequisites for a successful 
technology transfer. 
Industrial Heritage Research has been involved 
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in several major research projects in recent 
years, in collaboration with other institutions 
and universities in Sweden and internationally. 
The largest of these projects is the VTT project 
-a multidisciplinary research project involving 
scholars engaged in Industrial Heritage Research 
and History of Technology at KTH, and History 
of Science and Business Studies at Upps~la 
University. The main thrust of the project was 
to explore the relationship between science, 
technological development and industrial 
renewal. The project, concluded in 2006, was 
a research school financed by The Bank of 
Sweden Tercentenary fu nd, with altogether 
fourteen doctoral students. Within Industrial 
Heritage Research, three d issertations were 
produced within the VTT project. Using the 
Gothenburg exhibition of 1923 as a lens, Anders 
Houltz' thesis discusses the use of history and 
industrial heritage, and the view of technology as 
factors in a critical phase of the modern project 
in Sweden (Houltz 2003). The use of history 
is also central in Brita Lundstrom's thesis on 
history and corporate identity. With the Swedish 
telecom company Ericsson as case, Lundstrom 
analyses the importance of history in the modern 
industrial enterprise and its role in creating and 
transforming corporate identity (Lundstrom 
2004; Lundstrom 2006). Dag Avango's thesis 
deals with the relationships between geo-science, 
foreign policy and coal mining on Svalbard in the 
European Arctic in the early 20th century, partly 
using archaeological evidence from abandoned 
industrial communities there (Avango 2002; 
Avango 2003; Avango 2004; Avango 2004; 
Avango 2005; Avango 2005). 
An important current research project within 

industrial heritage research is The transformation 
of Industrial Society: Industrial growth and 
change in company development and municipal 
planning (Industri ell vaxt och forandring i 
foretagsbyggande och kommunal planering). 



The project is led by Prof Maths lsacson and 
funded by the foundation of Marianne and Marcus 
Wallenberg (Marianne och Marcus Wallenbergs 
Stiftelse) and the Memorial foundation of Marcus 
and Amalia Wallenberg (Stiftelsen Marcus och 
Amalia Wallenbergs Minnesfond). The project's 
starting point is the great changes in industrial 
society during the past 30 years - in Sweden as 
well as in other old industrial countries. The rapid 
development of information and communication 
technology has paved the way for a new society, 
often characterized by th e term knowledge 
society and with service work as the dominant 
economic sector. The increasing importance 
of the global markets, as well as new products 
and production processes, has changed the 
conditions for companies and enterprise. The 
extent of this transformation goes far beyond 
technological innovations and new infrastructures 
and has had far-reaching consequences for the 
entire development of society. Just as the old 
agricultural society lost its importance through 
the first and second industrial revolutions, 
industrial production looses its importance today, 
with fewer and fewer people employed in the 
production of manufactured goods. Industrial 
society was characterized by rigid structures and 
hierarchies, were capital and work formed the 
basic pillars. In the new society there is a demand 
for new competences, on a flexible labour market, 
and a new organisation of work in a global 
economy. The homogenous industrial society 
has changed into a multi-cultural ICT society. 
This development raises several questions and 
research problems, that the project intends to 
deal with: what is changing and what remains? 
Whit:h structures from the old industrial society 
remains embedded in buildings, landscapes, skills, 
norms and values? How arc the remnants of the 
past industrial society valued and what is the 
role of industrial heritage in this transformation 

process? 
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The purpose of the project is to study 
industrial structural transformation in Sweden 
in a contemporary and historical perspective. 
The aim is to analyse the conseq uences of 
these transformations for people, companies, 
municipalities, buildings and landscapes, 
from a national and international comparative 
perspective. The focus is on the 20th_ and early 
21" century. In march 2006, the project organised 
a major conference in the steel works town of 
Avesta in Bergslagen on the topic Industrial 
heritage in transition. For the research project, 
a central purpose was to gather information 

on what the role of industrial heritage is in the 
current transformation in industrial communities 
in Sweden, and how the work with industrial 
heritage has changed over the last decade. Which 
actors are involved today and what is their 
approach when dealing with industrial heritage? 
The conference, as well as questionnaires 
circulated before the conference, revealed a 
strong tendency on the industrial heritage 
preservation and interpretation arena in Sweden. 
At the beginning of the 1990s the focus was on 
historical content and social history, while today 
the focus is on providing visitors with awesome 
experiences and adventure. Tentatively, this shift 
can be interpreted as a result of both changing 
ideals in society in general and as a result of 
demands from municipalities on local heritage 
sites, to attract tourists and to strengthen the 
financial incomes. 
Another important research project, were 
Industrial Heritage Research is involved, is 
the LASHIPA project (LArge Scale Historical 
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Koppardalen, once " he~vy 
industry area in the middle of 
the industrial town of Vasterk 
Today the area houses the 
companies of the new economy 
-ICf companies and ad,·erti\ing 
businesses. Howe>"er, its industrial 
history is viewed as a resource for 
artracring companies tO establish 
themselves in the area. What 
kind of histOry do rhey produce 
and what are the consequence~ 
for the general understanding of 
our industrial past? 
(PhotO: Dag Avango.) 

The Kockum shipyards in 
Malmo, southern Sweden. 
Today the crane is gone as well as 
many of the shipyards industrial 
buildings, giving space tO a new 
residential area. Only scattered 
pieces of Malmo 's industrial past 
remains, making it a case "here 
the research problems of the 
~Transformation of Industrial 
Soc:ietyn project can be addressed. 
(Photo: Dag Avango.) 
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An example of the material culrure 
of mining and g(O politics in 
focus in the LASHIPA project. 
A claim marker .11 f\ohcmanRya 
on Svalbard a sib"' guarding tbe 
economic imerests of a Russian 
coal mining company, as well as 
the gco stmtcgic inter~rs of the 
Sovk:t union during the cold war. 
(Photo: Dag Avango.) 

lndustrial exploitation of Polar Areas). 
LASI IIPA is a project within the framework of 
the International Polar Year- a giant scientific 
undertaking, involving researchers, universities 
and nations from all around the world. The TPY 
has been a reccurring event since the second 
half of the 19th century - the first one rook 
place in 1882-1883, the second in 1932-1933 
and the yd in 1957-58. Traditionally, the IPY's 
have encompassed a wide variety of disciplines 
within natural science. IPY 2007-2008 is unique 
in this respect, since it involves social science 
and humanities for the first time. The aim of the 
LASHIPA project is to explain the development 
of the industries in the polar areas and to describe 
the natural and geo-political consequences 
of that development. The project works in 
an international comparative perspective, 
breaking away from national frameworks 
common in polar history. The material remains 
of industrial sites in the polar areas is a central 
source material. Thus, the research problems 
will be addressed through the lens of Industrial 
heritage. In the LASHIPA project, Industrial 
Heritage Research collaborates with the Arctic 
Centre/Groningen Institute of Archaeology 
in the Netherlands, Industrial Archaeology at 
Michigan Technological University in the USA, 
the Royal Commission on the Ancient and 
Historical Monuments of Scotland, (RCAHMS), 
the Directorate for Cultural Heritage in Norway 
and the Institute of Archaeology at the Russian 
Academy of Sciences (www.lashipa.nl). 
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V- Svenska Industriminnesforeningen 
(TICCIH Sweden) 

Svenska industriminnnesforeningen (The 
Swedish Industrial Heritage Association) was 
formed in 1989, with the aim of increasing 
the exchange of knowledge and experience 
between actors in the industrial heritage field. 
The association is open to anyone who wishes to 
become a member and it is the Swedish national 
committee linked to TICCIH. 

SIM has approximately 160 members - 50% 
organisations like museums and heritage 
management bodies at the national, regional 
and municipal level, and SO % individuals. 

Since 1995, SIM has awarded the annual prize 
"The Industrial H eritage site of the year" to 
various industrial heritage projects in Sweden. 
The purpose of this prize is to support local 
initiatives to preserve, maintain and interpret 
industrial heritage; to stimulate general interest 
in industrial heritage and attract media attention. 
Since 2003, the following heritage sites have been 
awarded the prize: in 2003 Kalklinbanan (a 42 km 
long aerial ropeway, formerly transporting lime 
from a limestone quarry to a concrete factory), 
in 2004 Ryttarens Torvstrofabrik (a peat litter 
factory) and in 2005 H yltt!ns metallvarufabrik 
(an engineering industry). The award is given to 
industrial heritage projects prioritizing historical 
content in their preservation efforts, that arc 
open to the public, that have a reasonable level 
of support and financial means and good novel 
ideas in their effons to preserve the industrial 
heritage. In all cases, the prize has become a 
valuable tool for the awarded heritage project~ 
in their efforts to raise financial and political 
support for their preservation efforts. 

SIM has also produced a printed news letter that 
is distributed to its members, with information 
about what is going on within the industrial 
heritage area nationally and internationally. 

Since 2003, SIM has developed its activity and 
its plans for the future. In 2004 the organisation 
opened a web site (www.industriminnen.se), 
with information on topics of interest on the 
Industrial I Ieritage arena in Sweden- seminars, 
conferences, courses, research projects, 
campaigns, books, historical collections and 
archives as well as information on winners of 
the award "The Industrial Heritage site of the 



year" and recent as well as old news letters. A 
section of the wcbsite is devoted to international 
events and problems, including TICCIH matters. 
Today all the texts on the web-site is in Swedish. 
In the future it will be supplemented with pages in 
English, in order to reach immigrants in Sweden 
as well as visitors. 

In 2003, in collaboration with the National 
Museum of Science & Technology, SIM produced 
the exhibition "The Industrial Heritage of the 
Year", presenting the award winners since 1995. 
The exhibition was shown in a prominent location 
at the National Museum of Science & Technology 
in Stockholm and is now a travelling exhibition, 
exposed in several different contexts arou nd 
Sweden. 

In its plans for the future SIM will take the 
following steps. The printed newsletter will 
be substituted with a digital newsletter, posted 
6 times a year or more often in connection to 
preservation campaigns and other acute matters. 
In addition, SIM is exploring the possibilities to 
start a journal dealing with industrial heritage, 
possibly in collaboration with the TICClH 
sections in the Nordic and Baltic countries 
and with a Nordic - Baltic content. SIM is also 
exploring the possibilities to arrange guided tours 
for members (and potential members) to industrial 
heritage sites in Sweden and internationally. An 
attempt was made in 2005 to arrange such a tour 
to the Arctic islands of Svalbard and its whaling 
and mining heritage. The attempt failed for various 
reasons, but will be attempted again during the 
international polar year, IPY 2007-2008. 

Moreover, SIM has taken steps to establish 
collaboration with ICOMOS in Sweden, through 
a joint seminar at the Stockholm gas works in 
April 2006. This collaboration will be deepened 
in the coming years, in accordance with the general 
strategy of TICCIH. 
Finally it is important to note that the members 
of Sl M board are all centrally placed actors 
within the field of Industrial Heritage in Sweden 
- Industrial Heritage Resea.rch, Industrial heritage 
management and central museums of technology 
and industry. Likewise, many of the institutional 
members of SIM are central actors in the industrial 
heritage sector. Thus, the organisation is closely 
tied to institutions on the industrial heritage arena 
in Sweden today and to many of the activities of 
different organisations, described in this report. 
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VI- Other organisations 

6.1 The Forum for Industrial History 
The Forum for industrial history ( Industrih 
istoriskt forum) was formed in 1992, as a free and 
independent co-operation organization, with the 
purpose to function as a national platform and 
meeting place for organisations, company's and 
institutions involved in the work with industrial 
heritage. The Forum for industrial history aims 
to work for co-ordination, a general view and 
an intensification of the work with the industrial 
heritage. In order to increase participation and 
spread responsibilities, it seeks to broaden the 
support from trade and industry, organisations, 
movements and authorities. The Forum for 
Industrial History sees it as their task to create 
meetings, spread information, create platforms 
for exchanging ideas and link different networks 
-national and international - between all actors 
and organisations involved in the work with 
industrial heritage. The Forum for Industrial 
History has no formal membership. The 
main actors behind it is national and regional 
institutions, organisations and networks 
-archives, museums, heritage management, 
companies and trade unions. 

The Forum for Industrial History has a working 
(executive) committee, responsible for the 
organisations activities. The activities of the 
organisation since 2003, has been to organise 
seminars and initiate cooperation projects 
within the field of Industrial Heritage. A 
conference was held at the National Museum 
of Science & Technology in 2005, concerning 
the problem on how to deal with the history 
and industrial heritage of nuclear power. This 
problem has arisen in Sweden over the last 
couple of years, in the wake of the closure of 
the Barseback nuclear power plant and more 
closures that arc likely to follow. The Forum 
for Industrial History has also established a 
web-site, providing info about the industrial 
heritage arena in Sweden, and with links to the 
main organisations working in the field, as well 
as to various smaller and local organisations 
around Sweden. Forum has also contributed 
to the fo rmation of regional networks with 
in Industrial heritage preservation- in Skane 
(Scania), Stockholm and Vastra Gotaland. 

6.2 Museums, organisations and networks 
There arc several other organisations working 
with industrial heritage in Sweden, more then 
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National Report for Sweden 

Ano ther important museum 
d ealing with the indus trial 
heritage in Sw(.-den (from a worker 

perspective) is the Museum of 
Work. The museum is locared in 
the textile indumy landscape of 

the city Norrkoping- a re-used 
industrial heritage area. 
(Photo: lJag Avango.) 

can be reported extensively here. On the 
national level Nordiska Museet is an important 
actor. Other important museums are the 
Ekomuseum Bergslagen and Statens Maritima 
Museer (The Maritime Museums of Sweden) 
and the Swedish Railway museum in Gavle. 
Archives like ARAB (the archives of the trade 
union movement) and TAM (the archives 
of white-collar and professional workers' 
national unions) also work within the field of 
Industrial heritage. There are also a number of 
regional networks- Industrihistoria I Skane 
(Industrial history in Scania, http://www. 
industrihistoriaiskane.nu), Industrihistoria i vast 
(Industrial history in Western Sweden, http:// 
hem.spray.se/industrihistoriaivast), Natverket 
for industrisamhallets arv i Stockholms lan (the 
network for industrial heritage in Stockholm, 
http://www .lansm use u m.a. se/ ind us tri/ 
industrila.cfm). There are also a number of 
organisations within trade and industry involved 
in the industrial heritage field - the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences 
(IVA), Jcrnkontorets Bergshistoriska utskott 
(the historical council of the Swedish iron masters 
association) that support historical research on 
mining and steel industry; Skogsindustriernas 
historiska urskott, supporting research efforts 
and conducting research about forest related 
industry and Vattenfalls kulturvardskomitte, 
working with the heritage of hydro power in 
Sweden. 

VII- Projects 
A project necessary to mention is the ISKA 
project, a large regional industrial heritage 
project in the north of Sweden, started in 2002 
with EU funding. 
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The framework programme ISKA (the 
Cultural Heritage of the Industrial Society in 
Vasternorrland) is an initiative based on broad 
regional collaboration, whose aim is to support 
development projects dealing with the cultural 
heritage. In the same way as ABETSAM, 
ISKA takes as its point of departure that 
cultural heritage can be a resource in regional 
development. On their website, ISKA argues 
that the modern history and identity of the 
Vasternorrland County - a county covering 
large parts of northern Sweden - was formed 
through the evolution of the industrial society. 
200 years of social realignment have had an 
enormous impact on the landscape and on the 
lives of people, how they think and live. Another 
starting point is the current changes in industrial 
society, where the importance of heavy industry 
is diminishing and Vasternorrland is becoming 
a county characterised by de-industrialisation 
and depopulation. 

ISKA has supported 74 projects throughout the 
Vasternorrland County. On their website the 
project states that is has resulted in 86 new jobs 
and 21 businesses. The different sub-projects of 
ISKA have employed 600 people and involved 
6 000 in voluntary work. ISKA states that they 
may have directly influenced the lives of 60 000 
people in Vasternorrland. One category of ISKA 
projects relates to knowledge building. ISKA 
supports projects working with knowledge and 
knowledge building on the Cultural Heritage of 
Industrial Society. Different players in different 
sectors of society arc involved -heritage and 
educational institutions, as well as associations 
and business interests. A research programme on 
the theme of industrial history has been set up 
at Mid-Swcden University, as a project within 
ISKA Framework Programme. Other initiatives 
have taken place within comprehensive schools, 
upper secondary schools and adult education. 
ISKA also supports projects aiming to develop 
new business concepts and operations which can 
make use of cultural heritage as a resource, for 
example within the visitor industry, technological 
development or design. 

Dag Avango is Director of undergraduate 
studies, Division of History of Science and 
Technology, School of Architecture and the Built 
Environment, Royal Institute of Technology 
in Stockholm 
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