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Trollhättanhas has been a site of industrial production 
since the early 20th century. Since the Second World 
War, car manufacturing has dominated the city’s 
industrial landscape.  
 
The SAAB car museum was, until December 2011,  
a privately operated company museum. When SAAB 
Automobile Company filed for bankruptcy, the City of 
Trollhättan acquired control over most of the museum’s 
artefacts. Today the museum is operated by the City of 
Trollhättan and the region of Västra Götaland. 
 
As a company museum, the Saab Museum focused 
mainly on the product, representing different car models 
produced since 1947. Rather than retell the company’s 
history, the museum now aims to contextualise the 
automobile industry within a larger discussion about 
automobility and social development in the city since 
the 1950’s. 
 
This tour focuses on how to make the transition from a 
commercial museum to a socially oriented museum, 
and how to find collaborative models that include 
commercial, voluntary, and public interests in the 
operation of a local museum.  
 
b. Textile Fashion Centre, Simonsland  
(second tour, scheduled in the afternoon) 
 
12:30 Arrival at the Textile museum and Lunch (public 
 transport are frequent to Göteborg and takes  
 an hour) 
01:30 Short tour of the Fashion centre 
02:00 Discussion about the challenges and future  plans 
of the Fashion centre with coffee break  
 at 3 pm 
04:00 Departure Borås 
05:00 Arrival Göteborg 
 
A new venue for heritage, fashion, textile and design is 
emerging in the old industrial area of Simonsland, in 
central Borås. The Textile Fashion Centre is a creative 
center for culture, science, innovation, and business 
built around the area’s traditional history as a centre of 
textile and fashion.  
 
The textile machines of Simonsland—cradle of 
Sweden’s textile industry--stopped making noise a long 
time ago. Yet the neighbourhood’s old buildings remain. 
Today Simonsland is internationally recognised as a 
centre of textile and garment enterprises. The 
collaboration of the Textile Museum and the University 
of Borås has produced the Textile Fashion Centre, 
which merges enterprise and heritage. 
 
This tour looks at the challenge of making Simonsland a 
vibrant neighbourhood where tradition and innovation 
can meet again.  
 
POST-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS  
(half day event scheduled afternoon August 8th / 
Alternatively morning August 9th) 
 
a. Göteborg’s Industrial Heritage  
 
Public transport by Ferry (20 min) to the former shipyard 

area fifty years ago, Göteborg was one Sweden’s most 
industrialised cities. Following World War II, the city’s 
industrial plants remained intact and its shipyards expan-
ded. Volvo launched a new, cheaper model in its local 
facility and SKF built a new ball- and roller-bearing plant.  
By the 1970s, local manufacturing was threatened. 
Today the city is using its long-standing industrial 
heritages a key to renegotiating its identity and 
reshaping its future.  
 
A part of this process is the creation of an industrial 
heritage centre in Göteborg’s central district, which was 
once dominated by the shipbuilding industry and today 
has been converted to a mixture of small enterprises and 
housing. The proposed industrial heritage centre, part of 
the city’s 400-year celebration in 2021, begs the ques-
tion of how future citizens will perceive the industrial era.  
 
This workshop discusses how to include Göteborg’s 
industrial past in the city’s future.  
 
b. Insight Hammarkullen  
Public transport by tram (20 min) to Hammarkullen 
 
The suburban community of Hammarkullen is planning  
a virtual storytelling centre aimed at adding memories of 
this satellite suburb to the larger history of the city.  
 
The rapid postwar industrial expansion in Göteborg 
demanded new labour, which was only feasible by 
migration. A shortage of housing forced the authorities to 
start a housing programme. 1970s-era urban planners 
preferred the concept of the satellite town, located in a 
green environment on the outskirts of the city. Placing 
workers closer to nature, removing them from inner-city 
slums, planners hoped to offer Göteborg’s new residents 
a healthier life.  
 
Thousands of immigrant workers subsequently found 
accommodation in the newly built suburbs of Angered, 
Hjällbo, and Hammarkullen. As the city’s industries went 
into decline, these suburbs became the site of unrest.  
A group of Latin Americans in Hammarkullen expressed 
their frustration through the medium of Carnival. Forty 
years later, the carnival has become a trademark 
expression of life in the suburb.  
 
This workshop, which builds on techniques developed in 
CAMOC’s Insight Favela workshop in Rio de Janeiro in 
2014, asks how carnival be used as a tool to empower 
members of the local community to engage in the future 
of the city. Participants will also consider the advantages 
and disadvantages of digital media, in comparison to a 
more traditional physical site, such as a local museum, 
in accentuating local identity. 
 
To submit a proposal for a presentation: Please send 
a description of no more than 350 words, as well as a 
100-word biographical summary to: 
secretary@camoc.icom.museum 
New deadline for submission of proposals: 1 March 2014 
 
Registration: You can register in the conference online at 
the following site:  
https://www.viaregi.com/registration/deltagerweb.aspx?kid=2
542&pid=53069 

CONFERENCE CALL 
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